
The Life of Joseph 

I Am Joseph 
Genesis 45:1-20 

 

Since the brothers went to get food in Egypt, someone try and recap all the events that took place?  How long has it 

been since Joseph was thrown in the pit by his brothers?  How long has Joseph been experiencing hurt by the hands of 

his brothers? 

 

Read 45:1-3.  What do you feel when you read these versus?  How were his brothers able to understand him if there 

were no interpreters?  What was Joseph experiencing do you think?  Do you think Joseph had forgiven his brothers 

before this, or was this the event of forgiveness?   

 

What were his brothers experiencing?  Does Joseph know or understand what they are feeling?  Read 45:4a.   

 

Come near is stated 2X – also used of lying with a woman 

 

Read 45:4-5.  What specifically does Joseph say to his brothers?  Why does he say this…isn’t it already obvious? 

 

Read 6-8.  What were all the reasons God allowed this pit to Egypt experience…lets list them?  What reason does 

Joseph give?  Why?  Was this reason significant to Joseph?  Did it play any part in his process of forgiveness? 

 

Who does Joseph blame for the pit to Egypt experience?  Why?  Is this significant?  I don’t get it…I remember the 

brothers throwing him in the pit.  Why does he think God did it?  How was God involved in what happened to him?  

What were the events leading up to the pit and going to Egypt?  How did he find his brothers?  How did he end up in the 

pit if God was his protection?  How did he end up getting transported to Egypt? 

 

It is obvious Joseph has NO bitterness towards his brothers.  Why does getting mad at God help in this? 

 

 

Joseph had already forgiven his brothers?  Why was this conversation important?  Does this always happen?  Is this 

under your control?  If not, what is?  What else does he tell his brothers?  Why is this important? 

 

 

Read 45:9-13.  Why is Joseph so urgent about bringing his father down?  Doesn’t this seem a bit sudden to already be 

talking about this when they are still in the middle of reconciling for the first time in their entire life?  What does that 

tell you about Joseph’s perspective regarding the pain he has endured? 

 

 

Read 45:14-15.  Why does it mention after they embraced and held each other, that they “talked?”  What do you think 

they talked about?  Do you think it mattered what they talked about?  What is significant about this?  How many times 

do you think they actually just talked before? 

 

 

What does it say Pharaoh “ordered” them to go and get the best land?  Why is Pharaoh being so nice?  What would 

drive this kind of behavior from an Egyptian Pharaoh towards a bunch of Israelites during a famine when food was so 

tight? 

 

 

 

Closing Thoughts: 

 

 

1.      and     are two separate things – You only control One of them 

 

2. Forgiveness Requires you to view     and to sort it out with Him 



 


